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 A heartfelt thank you goes out to the Planning Team for all of the work 

done on behalf of the entire congregation of FRUCC! Since April 23, 2022, 

Derek Smith, Ray Deal, Beverly Pugh, Jeanie Artley, Tom Burgess, Larry 

Small, Arleen Widerman, and Carol Burnett have generously given their time 

and talents toward the monumental and important task of preparing to find a 

pastor for our beloved congregation. 

 We are grateful to the Planning Team for its hours of meetings and consul-

tation resulting in the development of a document called a Local Church Pro-

file. As of January 13, 2023, this document is ready for submission to the UCC 

Conference for our pastor search. With gratitude and love in our hearts we ex-

press our appreciation to the Planning Team for navigating these processes so 

that we may ultimately find a pastor who is the right fit for our very special and 

unique congregation. We are grateful to have had opportunities to participate 

in the small groups coordinated by the planning team so that we could provide 

input and be included in this layered process.  

 Thank you for your collective efforts in this critical time in the life of 

FRUCC. Your love of and dedication to FRUCC is an inspiration to our entire 

church family. 

 With love and in gratitude on behalf of the Consistory of FRUCC, 

           Teresa Ibarra  

 Rev. Sarai Rice reminded us several times that our Pastoral Search Com-
mittee should have as much diversity as possible: older, younger, newer to the 
church, long term members, and people with differing backgrounds etc. With 
that in mind, the Consistory has prayerfully named the following individuals: 
Tom Burgess, Amy Deal, Stella McLean, Brenda Sawyer, Derek Smith, Mike 
Young, and Deborah Suess (ex officio). We ask that you hold these friends in 
prayer as we begin the search process in February:  

 Ray Deal met with Rev. Eddie Weathers, Associate Conference Minister, 
on January 24 to submit the Church Profile. The search committee plans to 
meet regularly and to keep the congregation well informed. If you would like to 
read an electronic pdf of the profile, please let Carol Burnett know. Carol can 
also provide a few paper copies of the profile as needed. If you have ques-
tions, feel free to contact Deborah or a member of the search committee. 

   With hope and anticipation – Deborah Suess 

Our Church Profile is completed... 

… and a Pastoral Search Committee is formed 
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 Several months ago I offered a sermon entitled, 
“Why Go to Church?”. A member of FRUCC asked if 
I could put it in the newsletter to share. So here it is. 
Hope to see you all this week at church!  
      Love, Deborah 

1. We all know that one needn’t go to church to be 
a Christian but there’s a reason the writer of He-
brews instructs us:  do not forsake the assem-
bling of ourselves together. There is some-
thing about singing and praising together. There 
is something about praying and confessing our 
sins together. There is something about being in 
silence together.  While it’s 
important to also do those 
things privately, there is 
something different that 
happens in corporate wor-
ship.  Some call it the gift of 
synergy or community ... I 
call it grace...  

2. There is also something 
powerful about reading 
scripture communally. In 
the words of Rev. Lillian 
Daniels: We were never 
meant to read our sacred texts alone... Early on 
in the first centuries of the church ...they were 
read out loud in people’s living rooms, where 
presumably they talked about them afterwards, 
debated them, argued about what difference 
they made, probably over a glass of wine and a 
meal. 

 While individual study on scripture is important, 
to most fully engage a text it is helpful to read/study 
the Bible with others.  Hearing Scriptures from differ-
ing perspectives allows them to come alive in new 
ways. 

3. I go to church because I need others.  During 
times of deep loss or deep joy – our faith com-
munity stands with us.  As the Apostle Paul in-
structed: We are to rejoice with those who re-
joice, and weep with those who weep. (Romans 
12:15) 

4. Proverbs 27:17 reminds us that as iron sharpens 
iron, so one person sharpens another. We also 
know that when iron rubs against iron, not only 
does it become sharper, it can also causes 
sparks! It’s just part of the process. And any faith 
community worth its salt – will have disa-
greements and times of  struggle. But this is 

where church has the potential to  differ  from 
other kinds of groups.   

 Think about it. If we don’t get along with some-
one at our book group or service club, we can just 
drop out for a while. But when we choose to become 
part of the church, we make a covenant to remain in 
relationship with God and with one another. As ex-
pressed in Colossians chapter 3, we (as church) are 
to put on tender mercy and kindness, we are to be 
gentle and patient. We are to put up with one anoth-
er and forgive, just as the Lord forgave us.  

 Author Richard Foster 
once said, if you want to prac-
tice the art of forgiveness ... join 
a church! Being the church 
means that we don’t just walk 
away from one another when 
things get sparky but rather we 
are committed to one another in 
love.  

5. I go to church to be chal-
lenged to grow in the ways of 
Jesus. Hopefully church is a 
place where the hard questions 

may be asked. Like:  Am I open to all people re-
gardless of how they look, the color of their skin, 
where they live or where they came from? Am I 
being a good steward of my finances? How am I 
taking care of the earth and all creation?  Or as 
Jesus asked in Matthew 25: Am I attending to 
the sick, clothing the naked, and visiting the pris-
oner? As uncomfortable as those questions 
make me, I want/need to be challenged to grow. 

6. I personally love having a wide range of commu-
nities in my life. There’s my neighborhood group, 
my book group, my high school face book page, 
my extended family and more. But I need one of 
my primary communities to be church. For it is at 
church – that I can hopefully have meaningful 
(and sometimes difficult) conversations with peo-
ple who think differently than me.  At church I 
can be with Republicans, Democrats, Libertari-
ans and Independents. At church I can be  with 
people of varying sexual orientations and gender 
identities. At church I can talk with folk who 
sound different than me and I can listen to those 
who are asking all sorts of questions I never 
even thought about. That’s worth a whole heck 
of a lot.    

       Continued on page 3 

My ten top reasons why I go to church (besides that I’m a pastor) 
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Consistory Notes 
 The Consistory of FRUCC, met Wednesday,  

December 14, at 7 p.m. via Zoom. In addition to 

Deborah Suess, there were seven members in at-

tendance. 

Approval of Reports 

 The November minutes were approved. Approv-

al of regular financial reports remain on hold until the 

accountant review is completed. 

Ministry Team Reports 

Faith Formation  Wally Shearin, Jeannie Artley 

• The Advent study was a success thanks to 
Derek Smith and David French who acted 
as hosts and to Stella McLean as the 
leader of the study. 

Fellowship                Teresa Ibarra, Susan Hayes  

• 

. 

Pastor’s Report 
• 

 

Continued from page 2 

7. Following Christ is not a solo sport. Each of 
 us are given spiritual gifts to build up the body of 
 Christ and, without your spiritual gift, we are 
 less. As Corinthians 12 instructs us: “The eye 
 can’t say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” The 
 head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you!”  
 All of us are needed. I go to church to offer my 
 gifts as well as to receive from others.  

8. With all of us working together and sharing our 

gifts, we can serve the wider community in ways 

that we simply can’t do as individuals alone. Also 

as part of the a national church like the UCC, we 

can also serve others way beyond our walls. 

9. Being part of a local church is simply one of my 

spiritual practices. And sometimes being faithful 

is just about showing up. Showing up - even on 

Sundays when we don’t necessarily feel like it.  

10. I go to church to both offer and receive a bene-

diction/a blessing. While I am often the one who 

offers the formal words of benediction, I experi-

ence them as a corporate word of hope. As a 

church – we “benedict”/we “bless” one another. I 

need that benediction; I need that blessing be-

cause I never know what my week is going to 

hold, I never know what ups/ downs/ joys/ sad-

ness may come. When we bless one another in 

the name of Christ – I am reminded that I am not 

alone and that we are on this journey together.  

 So friends, next time someone reminds you that 

you needn’t go to church to be a Christian - offer 

them a few reasons why you do go to church. Then, 

of course, invite them to join us at First Reformed 

UCC!  

• Request for Search Committee to use Sarai 
Rice very occasionally - only as needed 

• 

 

• 

 
 

New Business 
• 

 

• 

 

• 

  
          Respectfully submitted, 
          Claudette Fitzgerald 

          Consistory Secretary 

My ten top reasons why I go to church (besides that I’m a pastor)  
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Thursday, February 23, 

our Senior Adults will  

meet at 11:30 a.m. at 

Red Robin for lunch. 

 Frequently when I write sermons, I long to hear 
your thoughts and insights to the text and the que-
ries raised. As the Body of Christ, we benefit from all 
voices. So, when time allows, let’s do a 10-15 mi-
nute Talk-Back Session after the Benediction. We’ll 
take just a couple of minutes to greet one another 
and then anyone who would like to stay and briefly 
share their thoughts on the text, the queries, the ser-
mon, please join me on the front pew. I know many 
of you will need to head on out but for those of you 
who wish to stay, I look forward to hearing your re-
flections. Maybe we can also find a way to share 
your words via mid-week email or such.   

 

 Hope to see you on the front pew!  

 

     Love, Deborah 

Talk-Backs starting in February 

 The Red River of the North, in the north-central 
U.S. and central Canada, takes countless twists and 
turns. A close-up aerial photo or map shows its fre-
quent sideswipes and U-turns. One could cross the 
river several times without changing direction while 
hiking or biking along the border between Minnesota 
and North Dakota. You might wonder at points if it 
has completely turned back south — which raises 
another point: While most rivers flow south, the Red 
River flows north. 

 Sometimes life meanders, but that doesn’t mean 

we’re off course. Sometimes we seem to be going in 

the opposite direction of most people, but that 

doesn’t mean we’re not headed the right way. Some-

times it feels like it takes us a long time to make pro-

gress, but that doesn’t mean we’re not moving. We 

might just be taking in more of life’s scenery! Follow 

your own unique trajectory, letting God, the creator 

of all rivers and all life, serve as the current that 

moves you ever onward. 

The river of life 

 Psalm 100 reads "Make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness; 
come before His presence with singing.  In Ephe-
sians 5:19, Paul gives a direct command: 
"Speak to one another with psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing and 
make music in your heart to the Lord." 

 For the next several months, we will 
focus on joyful singing in worship as we 
learn some new hymns from the New 
Century Hymnal with a Hymn of the 
Month. The New Century Hymnal pub-
lished in 1995 by the Pilgrim Press for the 
United Church of Christ invites the church 
into a new century. According to the Pil-
grim Press: "The best hymns of the past 
are combined with exciting new hymnody 

from some of the finest contemporary poets and 
composers." 

 In a recent music planning meet-
ing with Pastor Deborah, we reviewed a 
short list of possible hymns to teach to 
the congregation. We started by looking 
at the words. What message do we re-
ceive from the printed words? With the 
selections made, a new hymn will be in-
troduced each month through May.   

 Please join us in worship as we 
"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord." 

  Bev Pugh 
  Music Coordinator 
  Chime Choir Director 

New hymns?! 
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The Morning  
Circle will meet in 
the church parlor 
Wednesday,  
February 1 
at 10 a.m.   

 Greeters: Ray Deal, Amy Deal, Chuck Terrell 

 Trustee on Call: David French 

  4 Pam Ratchford 

   Alex Small 

10 Donna Taylor 

21 David Ratchford 

23 Gary Lefew 

24  Ella Chappell 

26  Whitt Chappell 

Birthdays Thank you! 
Church Family, 
 Thank You for such a generous gift during the 
Christmas Season. You are so supportive and car-
ing. Pam and I appreciate the welcoming spirit you 
share with us. 
         Blessings, 
         David C. Ratchford  
 
Dear First Reformed Consistory and Congregation, 
 I’m writing to thank you for the monetary gift I 
received for Christmas. Your support during the time 
of transition through you words and actions are so 
appreciated. I look forward to another year of shar-
ing God’s love through music and service. 
                                    Blessings,  
                                    Bev 
 
Thank you for the many acts of kindness shown to 
the residents of The Willows throughout the year. 
          Sincerely, 
          Kay Andrews 

 In mid-2022, Mediterranean Shipping Company, 
a world leader in container transport, voluntarily 
changed its routes, on the advice of scientists, to 
protect large populations of blue whales off the Sri 
Lankan coast. Going out of its way15 nautical miles 
has led to a whopping 95% drop in whale strikes. 

 Jesus counseled people to go out of their way 
for one another, especially for the vulnerable: “If an-
yone would sue you and take your tunic, let him 
have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces you to 
go one mile, go with him two miles.” Further, 
“whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup 
of cold water … will by no means lose his reward” 
(Matthew 5:40-41; 10:42, ESV). 

 Faith calls us to go out of our way for the sake of 

others; sometimes a wealthy corporation opts to do 

the same. God’s hand is at work in both, protecting 

vulnerable humans and nonhumans alike. 

Going out of our way 

 Author Adele Calhoun describes life as “our 
‘open-book’ test on love.” How can we ace it? In In-
vitations From God, she points out that daily deci-
sions are the make-or-break factors: “Day in and day 
out as we plan, work, produce, commute, and relate, 
we make life-altering choices to either love or ne-
glect others.” 

 For another study guide, reflect on St. Au-

gustine’s timeless words: “What does love look like? 

It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to 

hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see 

misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs 

and sorrows of [people]. That is what love looks 

like.” 

Love aces the test 
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The Evening Circle will provide a variety of  soups and sandwiches.  

Your donation will go to the group’s mission projects. 
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First Reformed United Church of Christ. 
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 Interim Pastor                 Deborah Suess 
 Ministry Assistant/Editor                  Carol Burnett 
 Organist               David Ratchford 
 Music Coordinator/Chime Choir        Beverly Pugh  

 
Suggestions and contributions for our newsletter 

are welcomed and encouraged.  
The deadline for each issue is  

the 15th of each month. 
 

Sunday Services 
      9:45 a.m.                           Sunday  School 
    11:00 a.m.                                       Worship 
 

All are welcome! 

- RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED - 

First Reformed United Church of Christ 

513 West Front Street 

Burlington, NC  27215 

 
Striving to become living expressions of God’s extravagant grace and love. 

onnection 

Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we. 

Mission Statement 

At First Reformed UCC, we are: 

Striving to become living expressions 

of God’s extravagant grace and love. 

We seek to accomplish this by… 

 

1.    Welcoming all persons with a warmth and hospitality that will help them realize that God loves them     

beyond imagination  and that they are of extreme value. 

2.    Gathering in moments of worship and celebration characterized by authenticity, vitality, and creativity – 

where one may experience and share the life-changing presence of God in a multitude of ways. 

3.    Offering a variety of opportunities for spiritual growth, faith   development, and supportive fellowship. 

4.     Helping persons to explore and develop their own individual gifts for ministry and inviting them to 

share generously of their time, talents and resources. 

5.    Engaging in acts of service and love that will express the  compassion, mercy, and justice of Christ in   

the world. 


