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Coming up in December 

A congregational meeting has been scheduled for 
Sunday, December 18, for the purpose of approv-
ing the nominees for Consistory, 

as 
well as approving the 2023 Budget  Copies of the 
proposed budget are available at entries to the 
church.  

The December 11 worship service will feature Young 

Musicians of Alamance. The Young Musicians of   

Alamance Teaching Artists and students will provide 

a concert as part of the service.  

 

 



 

Meals on Wheels 

Delivery Dates 

December 19-22 
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Consistory Notes 
 The Consistory of FRUCC, met Wednesday,  

November 9, at 7 p.m. In addition to Deborah Suess, 

there were eight members in attendance. 

Approval of Reports 

 The October minutes were approved. Approval 

of regular financial reports remain on hold until the 

accountant review is completed. 

Ministry Team Reports 

Faith Formation  Wally Shearin, Jeannie Artley 

• 

 

Fellowship        Claudette Fitzgerald, Mike Young 

• 

 

Mission and Outreach     Beverly Pugh, Derek Smith 

• Meals on Wheels delivery for  Christmas Eve will 

be coordinated by Steve Balog and will be on a 

date that is not December 24 due Christmas Eve 

being on a Saturday. 

• 

 

 

Pastor’s Report 

• 

 

• 

. 

•  

Old Business 

• 

 

• 

 

• 

 

 

New Business 

• 

  

 

          Respectfully submitted, 

          Claudette Fitzgerald 

          Consistory Secretary 

“The good news of great joy changed the 
course of every silent night to come.” 

                                       —Alicia Bruxvoort 



 

Church Office Hours 
 

 MWF -  8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

 

 TT - 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
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 If you sometimes have a “love-hate” attitude to-
ward Christmas, you’re not alone. Theologian 
Charles Spurgeon bemoaned the “gluttony and 
drunkenness” that often marked the holiday in 19th-
century England. “If there be any day in the year of 
which we may be pretty sure that it was not the day 
on which the Savior was born,” he said, “it is the 25th 
of December.” 

 Yet Spurgeon also wished “there were 20 Christ-

mas Days in the year,” because Christ’s birth repre-

sents “supreme joy.” In his writings and sermons, 

Spurgeon urges people to honor Jesus’ birthday “all 

year round,” reminding them that they can come 

“just as you are” because “no forms of etiquette are 

required in entering a stable.” God offers everyone 

total acceptance, Spurgeon adds, “for he puts him-

self into that manger that you may approach him.” 

Trustee on call: Steve Balog 

 

Greeters: Steve Balog, Susan Balog, 

Kenny Septor 

  7 Patricia Church 

18 Lindsay Shakerjian 

25 Mike Young 

27  Kelly Chappell 

Birthdays 

 If you haven't done so already, please be sure 
you join FRUCC's social media accounts.  

 

Website: 

 firstreformeducc.org 

 

Facebook:   

 First Reformed UCC of Burlington, NC 

 

Instagram:   

 frucc_of_burlington_nc 

Stay Connected 

 Those of you who plan to make a last minute 

contribution to First Reformed, please keep in mind 

the following Internal Revenue Service rules. 

 Donors must deliver or mail (and postmark) 

checks on or by December 31 in order to claim a 

charitable contribution deduction in 2022. Checks  

that are placed in the church offering during the first 

worship service in 2023 will NOT qualify for a 

charitable contribution deduction in 2022, even if the 

check is predated to 2022 or was actually written in 

2022. However, checks that are written, mailed, and 

postmarked in 2022 will be deductible in 2022 though 

they are not received by a church until 2023. 

  from "Church Treasurer Alert!" 

 Although First Reformed welcomes all contri-

butions, we must abide by the laws in receiving  and 

recording your gifts. 

Watch dates for 2022 
charitable contributions 

Come as you are 

It’s hard to rejoice when your heart is hurting 

and it seems like the world is celebrating around 

you. But the same God who loved us enough to 

send his only son understands you better than 

anyone else—and he’s closer to you now than 

anyone else can be.                 —Holly Gentry 



 

Welcome to Membership on December 18  
Melissa Broadnax & Brenda Sawyer 

 

 

 I love how the United Church of Christ describes membership in a local church.  

 

Membership creates a covenant between the church member and God and between 
 that person and other members of the church. People who enter this covenant relation-
 ship promise loyalty and trust in one another. Commitment to this covenant empowers 
 people to infuse life in the church with a quality not typically found in human organiza-
 tions--appreciation and honoring of differences and diversity. Most human organizations 
 survive and prosper because they bring together people who are alike. But the Christian 
 Church, through its sense of covenant, preserves congregational life. It holds members 
 together even when severe struggles over diversity of actions and beliefs occur. The 
 Christian Church makes no distinctions of race, sex, age, tongue, nationality, orientation 
 or economic status. It seeks to anticipate, and to be the first sign of, how all people will 
 dwell  together in unity in the coming reign of God.  
        https://www.ucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/a8.pdf 
 

 On December 18 we will joyfully welcome into membership Melissa Broadnax and Brenda 
Sawyer. I asked both of them to share an introductory paragraph with us. Hope to see all of you 
there as we light the third candle of Advent (Love!)  and welcome these dear ones into this beloved 
community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Broadnax   

 I came here for the first time on Easter Sunday. I loved y’all and I’ve been coming ever since. 
Y’all bring out the best in me and encourage my talents. I live in the neighborhood and I see the 
needs in this community and want to help make some connections. I grew up in Rockingham   
County, lived in New York for fifteen years but still consider myself a country girl. I have three girls 
and two boys – all grown – and three grandchildren.   

 

Brenda Sawyer 

I have been attending FRUCC since before COVID. After much thought and prayer I am requesting 
membership. I am the proud parent of two children and three terrific grandchildren. I retired from 
a career in the nonprofit sector. Before retirement I was the executive director of CrossRoads:    
Sexual Assault Response and Resource Center.  

 

Come and join in welcoming Melissa and Brenda on December 18, at 11 a.m. 

 

         In Advent Hope – Deborah Suess 
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Suggestions and contributions for our newsletter 

are welcomed and encouraged.  
The deadline for each issue is  

the 15th of each month. 
 

Sunday Services 
      9:45 a.m.                           Sunday  School 
    11:00 a.m.                                       Worship 
 

All are welcome! 

- RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED - 

First Reformed United Church of Christ 

513 West Front Street 

Burlington, NC  27215 
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Jesus didn’t reject people. Neither do we. 

Mission Statement 

At First Reformed UCC, we are: 

Striving to become living expressions 

of God’s extravagant grace and love. 

We seek to accomplish this by… 

 

1.    Welcoming all persons with a warmth and hospitality that will help them realize that God loves them     

beyond imagination  and that they are of extreme value. 

2.    Gathering in moments of worship and celebration characterized by authenticity, vitality, and creativity – 

where one may experience and share the life-changing presence of God in a multitude of ways. 

3.    Offering a variety of opportunities for spiritual growth, faith   development, and supportive fellowship. 

4.     Helping persons to explore and develop their own individual gifts for ministry and inviting them to 

share generously of their time, talents and resources. 

5.    Engaging in acts of service and love that will express the  compassion, mercy, and justice of Christ in   

the world. 


